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and so I had never learned to ride. My husband said the deficiency was easily remedied, and one day there arrived at the White House a brand-new Columbia wheel. Where to take my lessons was a problem. Obviously not in the White House grounds whose paths are clearly visible from the surrounding streets. At length Mr. Wilson had it: the White House basement. It is commodious, and with some clearing away a space sixty feet long was provided. My husband and a couple of the Secret Service men used to go down with me at night. I fell off several times and nicked the enamel on the new wheel. Though I did not master the cycling art we made up for that in laughter and had such hilarious good times that it was genuine recreation for all concerned. Being a country girl at heart, what I needed was more room, and so the cycling lessons were deferred until we should be free to resume them out of doors, a day, which, alas, never came. C One Sunday during the summer of 1917 the President suggested that we drive quietly over to Virginia and attend the service at Pohick Church, which was the place of worship of George Washington. When we arrived the little edifice was well filled. Mr. Wilson, my brother Randolph and I were escorted to the Washington pew, given prayer books and left to ourselves. The service over, we were accompanied to the door by a member of the vestry and permitted to depart without any of the crowding wmch usually attends the appearance of a President in public. Also I was impressed by the large congregation, for it was raining.
Afterwards Mr. Jervis, one of the Secret Service men, asked how I had enjoyed the service. When I told him my impressions he said: "May I tell you a story?" This is the story:
Knowing our plans Mr. Jervis had reached the church at 9,30, finding it closed and not a soul about. At the nearest house he inquired whether there was to be a service. The man did not know but said that the preacher was holding Sunday School at his own house and that Jervis might in-